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  Newsletter 

Genealogical Society of  

Vermont 

GSV’s fall membership will be held  on October 

28, 2017, at the Williamstown Masonic Lodge, 

111 Brush Hill Rd. Williamstown (see page 3 

for directions) Registration begins at 9 am and 

the annual business meeting is at 9:30 am. The 

speakers are: Michael F. Dwyer, FASG: The 

Importance of Complete Civil War Pensions. 

Michael J. Haugh, MD: The 1778 Battle of 

Shelburne: At Peirson’s Farm and John A. 

Leppman, MD:  What Your Vermont Ancestors 

Read in the Newspaper. There will be a catered 

luncheon at noon. The registration deadline of 

October 20th on the postcard and email which 

were sent to our membership is so I have a head-

count for the luncheon. However, if you would 

still like to attend and have not registered, please 

send me an email at stevens@vermontel.net 

indicating that you will be attending. 

 

Michael F. Dwyer, FASG of Pittsford, teaches 

history and English at Otter Valley Union 

School in Brandon. In 2004 he was named Ver-

mont Teacher of the Year. He has published 

articles have appeared in the Register, The 

American Genealogist, American Ancestors, The 

Maine Genealogist, Rhode Island Roots, and 

Vermont Genealogy, among others. In 2014, he 

was elected a Fellow of the American Society of 

Genealogists. He was appointed Editor of Ver-

mont Genealogy in 2016, and he is also Assistant 

Editor of Rhode Island Roots and a Contributing 

Editor to The Maine Genealogist and The Amer-

ican Genealogist. 

Michael J. Haugh, M.D, is a retired neurologist 

who has a life long love of history and genealo-

gy. He lives in Oklahoma with his wife of 55 

years and has 4 grown children and 8 grandchil-

dren. He graduated from Westminster College in 

Fulton Missouri with a BA degree and Saint 

Louis University with his MD. Dr. Haugh 

served in the Navy as a neurologist gaining a 

rank of Lieutenant Commander. He was in pri-

vate neurology practice for 33 years in Oklaho-

ma. After retirement, he joined the OK-1 Disas-

ter Medical Assistance Team first serving during 

Hurricane Katrina. He also volunteers with his 

local Medical reserve corp. and received the 

Outstanding Responder Award for 2013. 

 

John A. Leppman, M.D. of  Bellows Falls,  is a 

semi-retired physician. He has amassed a fine 

collection of Vermontiana, which is recognized 

by bibliographers nationally, and is the author of 

A Bibliography for Vermont Genealogy. He  

has served as the Book Review Editor since 

1979, first in Branches & Twigs and later in 

Vermont Genealogy. He has served on the GSV 

Board since 1993 and is a former president of 

GSV and  is the GSV Publications Chair and is 

currently the president of the NERGC and it the 

president of the Rockingham Meeting House 

Association. 

 

Jonathan W. Stevens, President 

INDEX TO BRANCHES  

& TWIGS, 1972—1995  

by Robert M. Murphy, ed. 2000, 572 pp.,  

hardbound. Item No. GSV 7.  

 

Special Fall Sale Price $20  
 

Plus $4.50 shipping and handling for the first copy 

and $1.00 for each additional copy.  

 

Regular price $58.50 members,  

$65.00 nonmembers.  
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Vermont Vital Records Card Index “Error” 

P a g e  2  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7  

According to the Vermont Vital Record Card 

Index Lorra Walter, the daughter of Luman 

Walter was born in Newark, Vt., on 15 May 

1821. (upper left) The card asks for the “Maiden 

Name of Mother,” and in most towns the given 

name is stated, even when the surname was un-

known. However the entry here seems to be a 

much more literal interpretation of the question as 

“no record” was written. The original record in 

the town records, not only lists the mother’s giv-

en name as Hariet [sic] it states  that Lorra was 

not born in Newark, but in Crown Point, N.Y. 

“Lorra Daughter to Luman and Hariet [sic] Wal-

ter Born at Crownpoint [sic] in the State of 

Newyork [sic] May 15th 1821-Received for Rec-

ord March 25th 1822 A True Entry Attest} Miles 

Coe Town Clerk.” [Newark, Vt., Vital Records, 

1: 35] (middle left) Luman Walter married Har-

riet Howard in Andover on 3 November 1819. 

[Andover, Vt., Town Records, 2: 191] (bottom of 

the page). The Newark town records confirmed 

my suspicion that Lorra was the daughter of Har-

riet (Howard) Walter, information that was lack-

ing in the card index. 

 

Luman Walter is best known for his 

connection to Joseph Smith’s dis-

covery of the Golden Plates. Walter 

moved to Sodus, N.Y., and served as 

a seer for a treasure digs in neighbor-

ing Palmyra. Abner Cole, the editor 

The Reflector, under the name Oba-

diah Dogberry, Esq. wrote a parody 

of the “Book of Mormon” called the 

“Book of Pukei,” in which he de-

scribed the role of “Walters [sic] the 

Magician.” The obituary of Luman 

Walter, published in the 13 June 

1860 issue of the Auburn Weekly 

Union stated: “Dr. L. Walters, for 

many years known as a successful 

but eccentric practitioner of the med-

ical profession, died at his residence at Bethel, Ontario Co., on Saturday last. He styled himself a seer or clairvoyant doctor, and has affected 

many very wonderful cures. He only required the name and age of his patient to enable him to give a complete diagnosis of the case without see-

ing the person.”  

 

 Jonathan W. Stevens 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clairvoyance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmyra_(village),_New_York
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    Genealogical Society of Vermont  

Fall Membership Meeting 

 
Saturday, October 28, 2017  

 
Williamstown Masonic Lodge 

111 Brush Hill Rd. 

  Williamstown, VT 05679-9362 

 

Registration: Begins 9am 

Annual Business Meeting: 9:30am  

 

Michael F. Dwyer, FASG: “The Importance of Complete Civil War Pensions” 

 

Michael J. Haugh, MD: “The 1778 Battle of Shelburne: At Peirson’s Farm” 

 

Luncheon at Noon 

 

John A. Leppman, MD: “What Your Vermont Ancestors Read in the Newspaper” 

 
Registration is $25 for GSV members and $30 for non-members. Please send a check to: Genealogical Society of Vermont, 

2962 Vermont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-8779, by October 20, 2017. 

 

Directions: 

 

From the North: I-89 exit 5. Left on Rte. 64 about four miles to town. Brush Hill Road is a sharp left off Rte. 64 a little way 

before the end of Route 64 and the center of town. The Lodge is on the left behind a white ranch house and across road from 

Williamstown Elementary School 

 

From the South: I-89 exit 5. Right off Rte. 64 and proceed as above. 

From North or South via Route 14: Proceed to center of town. Turn right or left onto Route 64 (Brook St.). Brush Hill Rd. is 

the first right. See directions from North above. 
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The Saint Albans Museum is pleased to announce the development of a new exhibition, “Farming Franklin County,” which will 

explore the history and heritage of agriculture in St. Albans and greater Franklin County. 

 

The purpose of this project is to tell story of the people and places that define rural life, agricultural/food production, and farming 

practices in our community, as well as those of local affiliated businesses and organizations. 

 

A committee of Museum members and community volunteers has been formed to research, develop, and install the exhibit - 

which will debut just prior to the 2018 season opening next May.  

 

“We are looking forward to telling the story of Franklin County agriculture. The economic and social importance, its technology 

and science, the people, and what time has changed in producing our food and fiber will all be highlighted,” said Don McFeeters, 

Vice President of the Board of Trustees for the Museum.  

 

The public is invited and encouraged to participate in this project. If you have a photograph, special memory, document, or artifact 

to contribute, please call 802-527-7933 or email museum@stamuseum.org to schedule an appointment to make a donation. We 

ask that all contributions include a story explaining the material or item when possible. 

 

SAM is also seeking sponsors to help finance this important local history effort - contact the Museum for more information about 

how you can become involved. 

 

“Historically, Saint Albans has been known as a capital city for butter, maple, and dairy products” said Alex Lehning, SAM’s Ex-

ecutive Director. “The agricultural impact of our area was - and is - significant throughout New England and the US.  This exhibit 

will document those essential contributions by our community from farm to table - and everywhere in between.” 

 

The Saint Albans Museum was founded in 1966 (as the Saint Albans Historical Society), and is dedicated to preserving and shar-

ing the history and heritage of Saint Albans and northwest Vermont through programs, exhibitions, performances, and special 

events. 

 
Contact: 

Alex Lehning, Executive Director Saint Albans Museum 

9 Church Street - PO Box 722, St. Albans, VT 05478 

(802) 527-7933; alex@stamuseum.org; www.stamuseum.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credits: "Undated images from the Point Farm,  

owned by J. Gregory Smith. From the collections of the Saint Albans Museum" 

  
SAINT ALBANS MUSEUM ANNOUNCES NEW “FARMING FRANKLIN COUNTY” 

tel:(802)%20527-7933
mailto:museum@stamuseum.org
tel:(802)%20527-7933
mailto:alex@stamuseum.org
http://www.stamuseum.org/
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Fall Half Price Sale $15 

 

GSV Special Publication 

Number 4 

 

Georgia, Vermont Vital Records 

 
plus $4.50 shipping  for the first copy and $1.00  

for each additional copy  

 

 

This volume presents all births, baptisms, marriages, deaths and 

burials recorded in the town. All the civil books were tran-

scribed as well as the records from the Georgia Plains Baptist 

Church, Congregational Church, and Methodist Church of 

Georgia and North Fairfax. 

Jerry Carbone 

45 Whetstone Dr. 

Brattleboro, VT  05301 

email: jerry@whetstonegenealogy.com 

Researching Edwards, Bradley 

  

Nancy Netherwood 

84 Colony Drive 

Hampden, MA 01036 

email: nlnetherwood@yahoo.com 

researching: Baker, Benson, Boynton, McGue, Babcock  

 

Marjorie Elwood 

3345 N.E. Canterbury Circle 

Corvallis, OR 97330 

email: normandmarj@comcast.net 

researching: Danforth, Walker, Johnson, Hathaway, Bratt 

 

Karl Lamson 
P.O. Box 847 

Colchester, VT 05446 

 

Eileen Sharp 
418 Peachtree Court 

San Marcos, CA 92078 

email: eilsharp@roadrunner.com 

researching: Pierce, Whitney 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

10% DISCOUNT 
 

Rutland County Cemetery Books 

Rutland & Fair Haven District  

Probate Extracts 
 

by Margaret R. Jenks 

 

For available books & prices, see: 

 

www.cemeterybooks.com 

e-mail: Peggy@cemeterybooks.com 

mailto:eilsharp@roadrunner.com
http://www.cemetery.books.com
mailto:Peggy@cemeterybooks.com


 

 

G S V  P u b l i c a t i o n s  

Zip 

Genealogical Society of Vermont 
2962 Vermont Route 12A 
Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

 

For GSV publications  

return with a check payable in US funds to: 

Order Form 

The society offers the following publications for purchase by our members and readers. GSV 

members receive a 10% discount on the purchase price. Postage and handling is extra—please add 

$4.50 for the first item and $1.00 for each additional item in the same order to the same address. 

Mail your checks, payable to GSV, to: 
 

Genealogical Society of Vermont, 2962 Vermont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

M 001 Membership: New or Renewal  

State 

Member # 

Item Number Description Quantity X Price = Subtotal 

Vermont Families in 1791, Vol. 1 is out of print. 

 

Vermont Families in 1791, Vol. 2. Scott A. Bartley, ed., 

1997, 304 pp., hardbound. Item No. GSV 5; $27.00 members, 

$30.00 non-members. This second volume covers 107 fami-

lies, has improved formatting and more complete information 

on the third generation of early Vermonters. 

 

Vital Records of Putney, Vermont to the Year 1900. Com-

piled and edited by Ken Stevens, 1992, 406 pp. Item No. GSV 

2; $27.00 members, $30.00 non-members. This is a complete 

compilation from all primary sources available in the town. 

This is augmented by the ministerial records of the pastors 

who served as early as 1776. out of print. 

 

Vital Records of Rockingham, Vermont and the Records of 

the First Church of Rockingham. Reprinted from the 1902 

and 1908 first editions, newly indexed by Christopher T. Nor-

ris and Scott A. Bartley, 323 pp., hardbound. Item No. GSV 3; 

$27.00 members, $30.00 non-members. Reprinted from the 

first editions of 1908 and 1902, this is an important source of 

one of Vermont’s oldest towns. The town records extend to 

1845 and church records from 1773 to 1839. New to this edi-

tion is an index of nearly 1,000 names. out of print. 

 

Georgia, Vermont Vital Records. Peter S. Mallet, ed., 1995, 

hardbound. Item No. GSV 4; $15.00 fall sale price through 

Dec. 1, 2017. This volume presents all births, baptisms, mar-

riages, deaths and burials recorded in the town. All the civil 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

 
Order Total: 

Shipping: 

Total Due: 

E-mail Phone 

Address 1 

City 

Name 

Address 2 

*There is no tax on 

GSV material.  

 

Membership fees are 

listed on the back cover. 

 

Please include your 

membership number for 

renewals and  

member discounts. 
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GSV Membership Chairperson 
57 East Shore North 
Grand Isle, VT 05458 

Membership: New or Renewal  

return with a check payable in US funds to: 
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books were transcribed as well as the records from the Georgia Plains Baptist Church, 

Congregational Church, and Methodist Church of Georgia and North Fairfax. 

 

Windsor County, Vermont Probate Index, 1778-1899. Scott Andrew Bartley and 

Marjorie-J. Bartley, compilers, 2000, 560 pp., hardbound. Item No. GSV 6; $45.00 

members, $50.00 nonmembers. This is a comprehensive index of all files in the 

Windsor County Probate Court Districts —Windsor and Hartford. The records cover 

the period from the earliest 1778 records through the end of the nineteenth century, 

more than 20,000 probate files. The files are indexed by the name of the major party 

in the case, place of residence, probate district, type of record, year, and probate rec-

ord volume . 

 

Index to Branches & Twigs, 1972—1995. Robert M. Murphy, ed. 2000, 572 pp., 

hardbound. Item No. GSV 7; $20.00 fall sale price through Dec. 1, 2017. This is the 

every-name index to GSV’s Branches & Twigs, published for 24 years in 96 issues. 

The 180,000 entries include every genealogically important name mentioned in every 

issue. Separate sections of this work list the coverage of each Apple Orchard install-

ment, and provide a full author and title index to book reviews. Branches & Twigs 

included large quantities of information of interest to family historians. 

 

Sudbury, Vermont: Genealogies, Vital Records, and Census Records. Mary Ann Z. 

Wheeler, 2000, 416 pp., hardbound. Item No. GSV 8; $44.55 members, 49.50 non-

members. This book is a comprehensive transcription of census and vital records for 

Sudbury, plus carefully compiled genealogies of families. This book is among the 

very best genealogical resources about a Vermont town. This is a cooperative publi-

cation between GSV and Picton Press. 

 

A Bibliography for Vermont Genealogy, 2nd edition. John A. Leppman, 2005, soft-

bound. Item No. GSV 11; $9.00 members, $10.00 nonmembers. (Mail orders should 

add $1.50 for postage and handling, not the $3.50 normally charged.) This is a new 

edition of A Bibliography for Vermont Genealogy was released in April 2005. It in-

cludes more listings than the first edition, most published since 2000. It is keyed to 

Scott Andrew Bartley’s Genealogies Found in Vermont Histories (Vol. 10, No. 1 of 

Vermont Genealogy, also designated GSV publication number 10.).  

 

Index to the History and Map of Danby, Vermont, Compiled by Joann H. Nichols. 

(1998), softbound, Item No. D1; $3.50, plus $1.50 shipping for the first copy and 

$1.00 for each additional copy. An index to J[ohn] C. Williams, History and Map of 

Danby, Vermont (Rutland, Vt., 1869; reprinted S.L. Griffith Library, 1976). Limited 

Number Available.  

Want To Contact Us? 

 

Our website is at 

http://www.genealogyvermont.org/ 
 

News, articles and comments for the  

newsletter should be mailed to: 

 

Genealogical Society of Vermont 

2962 Vermont Route 12A 

 Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

stevens@vermontel.net 
 

Newsletter deadlines are: 

 Jan. 15  —  March issue 

 April 15 —  June issue 

 July 15 —  September issue 

 Oct. 15 —  December issue 
 

Vermont Genealogy, the GSV Journal 

contact information: 

Michael F. Dwyer, FASG, Editor 

389 Orchard Hill,  

Pittsford, VT 05763 

michaelftdwyer@comcast.net 
 

Send copies of relevant books for  

journal review to: 

John A. Leppman 

Book Review Editor 

20 Thwing Lane 

Bellows Falls, VT 05101-1640 
 

Moving? Let Us Know 

Please inform GSV if you move.  

Send notices to:  

Diantha Howard 

57 East Shore North 

Grand Isle, VT 05458 

 

 

Advertising Policy 

The GSV Newsletter accepts paid advertising 

at $3.00 per column inch. It must relate to ge-

nealogy, preferably Vermont, and must be 

received before the deadline listed above. 

Checks made out to GSV are sent to 2962 Ver-

mont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

along with the exact wording for the ad. GSV 

offers no warranty on the services of advertis-

ers. 
 

 

A Quarterly Publication of the 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF  

VERMONT 
ISSN 1087-4550 

© 2017 Genealogical Society of Vermont 

Vermont Genealogy Back Issues: 

 
Issues 1: 1-13: 4, are available for $5.00 each, except special issues 10: 1 and 11: 1 & 

2, which are available for $10.00 each. Issues 14: 1 & 2, 14 : 3 & 4, 15: 1 - 22: 1, are 

available for $10.00 each. There is a mailing fee of $2.00 ($3.00 to Canadian address-

es) for each single issue, $2.50 ($3.50 to Canada) for each double issue (i.e., the $10 

issues). For multiple issue orders, please add $1 for each additional 1 to 5 issues. 

GSV Special Publication 

Number 14 

 

VITAL RECORDS RECORDED IN THE PERU, VT. TOWN RECORDS 
by Jonathan W. Stevens 

 

Back Issues available: 

for $10, plus $2.50 shipping  for the first copy and $1.00  

for each additional copy  

http://www.genealogyvermont.org/
mailto:stevens@vermontel.net
mailto:michaelftdwyer@comcast.net


 

 

Genealogical Society of Vermont 
2962 Vermont Route 12A 

Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

Please look at your address label for your membership expiration date. Your 

membership expires on the date shown on the top line of the address label. 

 

Dues are $25.00 for US addresses. 

Canada and Mexico are $30.00 

All other foreign addresses are $35.00 in US funds. 

 

Membership includes our journal Vermont Genealogy and four issues of our news-

letter. These publications will keep you abreast of genealogical news and present 

current articles on genealogical source material, conferences and meetings, tech-

niques and queries. If you would like to receive a membership card, please include 

a self addressed stamped envelop with your dues.  

Send membership dues and applications to: 

 

GSV Membership Chairperson 

57 East Shore North 

Grand Isle, VT 05458 

 

All other correspondence,  

except for submissions and queries to Vermont Genealogy, should be sent to  

 

Genealogical Society of Vermont,  

2962 Vermont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-8779. 

Dues Notice! 

Address Service Requested 

NONPROFIT 

ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

RUTLAND, VT 

PERMIT NO. 

258 

 


